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Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society Newsletter 
November 2010 

 

President: Bryan Emery  250-294-6478 

Secretary: Laurie Forbes  250- 722-3836 

Membership: Bev Morrison  250-758-5361 

Treasurer: Shelley Rattink  250-245-1370 

Editor:  Mike Miller  250-248-3478 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1061,  

                  Nanaimo, B.C.  

                  V9R 5Z2 

email: stelmike@telus.net 

web site: www.cvios.com 

Meetings are held September through June on 

the Saturday before the 4th Wednesday of each 

month at the Harewood Activity Centre, 195 

Fourth Street, Nanaimo, in the hall on the 

second floor, doors open at 11:30, with the 

business meeting starting at 12:00 noon. 

 

 

 
Gongora pardina óBarbaraô  AM/AOS  80pts   

Exhibitor:   Merv Lutes Photo: Judith Higham 

 

Coming Meeting Dates: 
 

Nov. 20, Dec. 18 
 

 

Program for November 20
th

  
 

Marioôs Orchids A to Z 
By  Mario Ferrusi  

Note: He will bringing some plants for sale 
 

 

 

Coming Events: 
   Victoria Orchid Society, March 6-7

th
 2010, student union Building U of Vic. 

    CVIOS  50/50 Auction March 20, 2010 
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Editorial:  
 Sorry this is a little late this month but things did seem to get busy in mid month for me, but 

here it is. 

 With the start of hard frost all of our tender plants have been moved back inside and some have 

joined our orchids in their growing space.  Be careful of slugs coming in with them, there seem to be 

thousands of them in the garden right now and they transport easily.  I had a visitor in my greenhouse 

most of September, nice big Garter Snake eating any slugs he could find.  It was great to have a 

biological control working on them.  I have seen very little evidence that there are any at all in my 

greenhouse.  Hope he comes back next year. 

 This is the time to clean the covering of your greenhouse to give your plants all the light our 

winter sun will give us between the rains.  The Algae can really block the light and attracts slugs as 

well. 

            Cheers Mike 

 

***********************************************************************  

 

Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society 
General Meeting - October 30, 2010 

President Bryan Emery called the meeting to order at 12:00, with 38 members and one guest present. 

1. Dora Glover moved to accept September minutes as printed, Bev Morrison 2nd and motion carried. 

2. Correspondence included: Orchid Digest, AOS Bulletin, Australia Orchids and the latest Lee Valley  

 catalogue along with renewal notices for the AOS Bulletin and Orchid Digest. 

3. Treasurer Shelley Rattink presented the financial report for the month ending September 30. She  

 moved acceptance of her report and Mike Miller 2nd. All were in agreement. 

4. Programs: Our scheduled speaker for this meeting was ill. Bryan presented his program on  

Masdevallias in his absence. Next month Mario Ferrusi will be our guest speaker and he will be 

bringing orchids to sale.  

5. Memberships: Bev reminded us that they are due. 

6. Library: The new addition to our library is H. Koopowitz ñTropical Slipper Orchidsò. 

7. Refreshments: Sandra thanked Maureen, Nancy, Margaret and Shirley for bringing goodies this  

 month. Next month Don, the Fransons, Mary, Vickie and Maureen will provide refreshments. 

8. Plants for Sale: A silent auction of many orchids donated by Harry Webber was organized by Mike.  

Mr. Webber and his wife also have some Bougivallias and a Passion Plant that Mike will be 

collecting for members who are interested. 

Past member Deanna Heyer is no longer able to care for her orchids and donated them to our 

group. They were given to members who had winning numbers in the name tag draw.  

9. Mike indicated that the Floralia order is substantial and he is planning to send it in for delivery after  

 Christmas. 

10. Don has taken over most of the tasks associated with our web-site and is now entering photos as  

8x10ôs so they can be taken directly of the web. He is also working on a new program called 

óthe orchid doctorô, dealing with pest control etc. Contact Don if you want him to include any 

particular information. 

11. Our Christmas lunch will include a silent auction and to add to the festivities, executive members  

asked for any volunteers amongst members and/or friends who may like to share their talents of 

music, dance etc. with us. Maryôs son has already agreed to join us and share his musical talents 

and executive members will explore other possibilities. 

12. Mike and Bryan talked about the recent Fraser Valley show and indicated the introduction of a  

computerized registration process had a few problems that caused some confusion and extra 

work at the show. Mike indicated we had 47 plants on our display combined with his and 

Bryanôs display that was added as a 4th table to our club display. We had 16 first place ribbons, 
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16 2nd place ribbons and 15 3rds. Donna had best Phrag in show, Shelley best Dendrobium, 

Bryan best Bulb. and Maxillaria and Anne and Rainer best under lights for their Paph. We also 

had 3 A0S nominations, Bob Iddon for his Calanthe and Bryan for his Bulb. and Mazdevallia. 

At the BC Orchid Congress meeting some of the classes on the AOS orchid class list were changed,  

 especially in the Cat. classes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45.  

Bryan and Nancy showed and talked about plants on our show table followed by Bryanôs great pictures 

and knowledgeable presentation on Masdevallias. 

 

***********************************************************************  

 

The CVIOS at the Fraser Valley Orchid Society Show 

October 11-14
th

 2010 

 

The CVIOS was supported by 11 of our members putting on a display at the FVOS Show and 

Sale on October 22-24
th
.  Forty-seven very nice plants were shown on the society display and about 15 

more on s a second display by Bryan and Mike.  In all we gathered 16 first place ribbons, 16 second 

place ribbons and 15 third place ribbons.   

 Shelly took Best Dendrobium with one of her no name Dendrobiums while Donna won Best 

Phrag with her sendenii óBlushô and Anne and Rainer picked up Best plant Grown under Lights with 

paph. Lindliegh Koopiwitz.  Bryan took Best Bulbophyllum with Bulbophyllum acutibracteatum and 

Best Maxillaria Group with Maxillaria arbusora. 

 There were 18 AOS Nominations three of which came to CVIOS members.  Bob iddomôs 

Calanthe refexa (hardy from outside), Bryanôs Bulbophyllum acutibracteatum and Bryanôs Masdevallia 
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Adrian Kaleb were picked for honors but not awarded.  Only five awards were handed out; Paph Black 

Current x macabre owned by Merv Lutes of FVOS was given an AM of 80 points.  Gongora paroline 

owned by Merv Lutes of FVOS was given an AM or 80 points.[See photo on page one]   

 

***********************************************************************  

 

Indian Cymbidiums 
By Dr. S. K. Bhattacharjee 

 

Among the beautiful flowering ornamental plants, Cymbidiums produce a very commercially 

important colorful flower of spectacular appearance.  The genus has seventy species which are 

terrestrial, lithophytic or epiphytic in habit, many of the species are dispersed over the Indo-Malayan 

region and tropical Australia and also Korea, Japan and China.  In India they are mostly distributed in 

the eastern Himalayan hills of Khasia, Sikkim and adjoining areas.  A few species are also reported to 

occur in the northwestern Himalayas, like Mussoorie, Garhwal, Kumaon, Kashmir and also in the hills 

of southern India and Andaman Islands.  Most of the cymbidiums grown commercially are hybrids 

mainly developed from the species, with attractive, large flowers found in India in the high elevation of 

the Himalayas and Khasia hills.  These species include C. eburneum, C. elegans, C. grandifiorum 

(hookerianum) and C. lawianum.  The modern trend in Cymbidium breeding is to develop miniature 

types with attractive color and pleasant fragrance.  Two Indian species, e.g., C. devonianum and C. 

ensifolium have been used as basic parents for producing such types. 

Cymbidiums are attractive for their grassy flag-like foliage which is long, narrow and 

coriaceous, and they produce extremely beautiful, tall, arching sprays of delicately colored, waxy 

flowers.  Stems are very short, rarely elongated and pseudobulbous.  The scape is loosely sheathed, 

flowers often are large, in sub-erect or drooping racemes.  The sepals and petals are equal, the lip three-

lobed, embracing the column disc with pubescent ridges.  Column long, pollinia 2, deeply grooved, or 

4, sessile, on a small or large often strap-shaped gland.  The long spikes of attractive flowers are 

excellent for indoor decoration. 

Cymbidiums prefer cold temperature and do not flower in warm areas.  They can be grown in a 

cool greenhouse with broken shade in frost free areas, but where there is a danger of frost they should 

be kept under glass with sufficient light, especially during the winter season.  Minimum night 

temperatures can be as low as 45°-50° F. and maximum day temperatures should be below 90° F.; 70°-

80° F. is considered optimum for most of the Cymbidium species.  Night temperatures between 50° and 

55° F. is congenial for initiation of flower.  Movement of fresh air is very important for proper growth 

and flowering of plants, but hot and cold blasts of air should always be avoided.  Relative humidity in 

the greenhouse should be between 40-70%.  Cymbidium species require enough moisture at the roots, 

especially during growing season, but in winter with less sun, watering can be somewhat reduced.  A 

porous and well drained growing media, consisting of equal parts of fibrous loam, chopped treefern 

fibre and sphagnum moss, sand, leaf mould and dust-free bark preparation have been considered as the 

best potting media.  They are heavy feeders and the addition of bone meal and the application of 

balanced liquid fertilizer once a month are beneficial if grown in sufficient light.  In less light 

intensities the amount of liquid fertilizer is reduced.  When grown in Osmunda fibre or treefern block, 

the plants should be fertilized once a week with a 15:30:15 water soluble fertilizer, at half strength, and 

intensity of fertilization is reduced during winter.  Cymbidiums should be watered in such a manner that 

the pot mixture always remains moist, but never gets soggy.  Newly potted plants should be watered 

less frequently till new roots develop. Cymbidiums are basically terrestrial plants and can be grown 

directly in beds in well drained compost, rich in nutrient.  The roots need good aeration, and a mulch of 

shavings or tree bark and an occasional hoeing are recommended.  While transplanting a plant from a 

pot into the ground the ball of roots and potting medium should be loosened and the old soil shaken off. 
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A comprehensive list of valid Indian Cymbidium species, their distribution in the country, time 

of flowering under natural condition, and very brief description is presented in tabular form: 
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