
 1 

 Central Vancouver Island 

Orchid Society Newsletter 

November 2009 
 

President: Bryan Emery  250-294-6478 

Secretary: Laurie Forbes  250- 722-3836 

Membership: Bev Morrison  250-758-5361 

Treasurer: Patricia Galbraith 250-755-7331 

Editor:  Mike Miller  250-248-3478 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1061,  

                  Nanaimo, B.C.  

                  V9R 5Z2 

email: stelmike@telus.net 

web site: www.cvios.com 

Meetings are held September through June on the 

Saturday before the 4th Wednesday of each month 

at the Harewood Activity Centre, 195 Fourth 

Street, Nanaimo, in the hall on the second floor, 

doors open at 11:30, with the business meeting 

starting at 12:00 noon. 

 
Phalaenopsis celebesis óCarol Anneô HCC/AOS 77pts 

Exhibitor Darrell Albert, Foothills Show Oct. 3/09 

From Richmond Judging Center. Photo: Doug Savage 

 

 

Coming Meeting Dates: 
 

Nov. 21, Dec. 12
th
 2009 

 
 

Program for November 21
st
   

 

Panel of Experts on Growing on Windowsills 

and under Lights 
Our own 

Vivian Heinsalu-Burt, Maureen Hawthorn & Rainer Hartmann  

All ribbon winners 
 

 

Coming Events: 
   Victoria Orchid Society, Spring Show 2010 TBA 

    CVIOS Show and Sale April 2010 
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Editorial:  
 Well the nights are getting chilly and I have put away my shorts for a few months.  The short 

sleeved shirts are an always so you cannot judge the weather by me.  I have things coming into spike 

now that have never bloomed before.  Does that mean a hot summer brings on more blooms??  And, 

Laurie the 10 foot spiked Oncidium has three spikes started this year so hopefully it will be ready for 

one of the spring shows.   

 I am thinking of doing an H&R order for Feb./March and one to a US hybrid house of some sort 

a little later, any suggestions from the members. 

 Well this is a little late so I will make this short and sweet. 

Cheers Mike 

 

********************************************************************  

 

CVIOS GENERAL MEETING 

October 24, 2009 

 

President, Bryan Emery called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. with 34 members present and one 

guest, Pam Hall. 

 

1. Secretaryôs Report: Mike Miller moved the minutes of September 19 be accepted as distributed and 

Dora Glover 2nd; carried unanimously. 

2 . Treasurerôs Report: Pat Gailbraith highlighted the financial status of the Society for the month 

ending September 30/09. Pat moved acceptance of her report and Vivian 2nd; carried unanimously. 

The report was posted for the duration of the meeting. 

3. Correspondence: 

- Bryan indicated that we received an offer from Google for a $100 credit if we listed our Society on 

Google. We will look into what this involves. 

- Magazine Subscriptions such as ñOrchid Magazineò and ñSaunderôs List of Hybridsò were received 

and will be placed in the library. 

4. Reports: 

- Newsletter: Let Mike know if you are not receiving it. 

- Library: The library survey that was at our last meeting indicated that only 6 members regularly take 

out books. Some topics that were suggested to help build readership of our library materials were South 

American Orchids, Orchids of Hawaii and Hardy Orchids. 

- Refreshments: The following members signed up to bring goodies in November - Don, Sue, Vicki, 

Terri and Pat. More volunteers are needed for the new year. 

- Programs: Our program for November will be a panel discussion and questions and answers with 

Maureen, Vivian and Rainer, on growing orchids on window sills and under lights. 

The Computer Program ñOrchid Whizò ($260 value) has been offered to our society as an auction item 

in exchange of sending our monthly newsletter to the donor and placing their add in our newsletter. 

Dora moved we accept their offer, Rainer 2nd; motion carried. 

Plant Sales: There was a huge number of plants for sale, including many from our guest speaker, Alan 

Koch of Gold Country Orchids. 

There was a balance of $36 remaining from our Ecuador plant order. Mike moved that we purchase a 

couple of plants from Equagenera for auction at a later date, Don 2nd; motion carried. 

- Shows: Mike reported that at the COC meeting at the Fraser Valley Show the insurance increase 

model of raising premiums gradually over several years was accepted by all those present. This will 

allow us to transport our orchids to as many shows outside our community as we want to each year.  

We will also cover our library and contents up to $10,000 and our audio visual equipment replacement 

value. 
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At the Fraser Valley Show our society display contained 25 plants contributed by 9 members. Mike and 

Bryan as well as Sue had individual displays. We had 3 AOS nominations and 2 best of class awards on 

our collective tables and Mike and Bryanôs display won the COC award for Best Display as well as the 

Presidentôs award. 

5. New Business: We have consulted with Nan and have agreement to use Harryôs Memorial Fund to 

purchase a series of 5 new books for our library and a new projector screen. We will investigate what 

portable screens are available that will meet our needs. 

 

Our meeting was followed by a vibrant and interesting tour of our show table of 53 plants, by Alan 

Koch and his equally informative presentation on Miniature Cattleyas. 

 

******************** ***********************************************  

Fraser Valley Orchid Society Show and Sale 

& C.O.C. AGM and Conference 
October 16-18

th
 2009-10-20 

 

The members of the CVIOS did well with their efforts at this show.  Nine members contributed 

the 25 plants to the CVIOS  display which had an autumnal theme.  Laurie, Maureen, Dora, Donna, 

Anne & Rainer, Jerry, Don, Bryan and Mike each had some very nice plants on the table.  Together we 

won five first, ten second and five third place ribbons, but also garnered three AOS nominations with: 

Phal, bellina [Anne and Rainer], Miltassia Seattle óSunshine Yellowô [Anne and Rainer], Paph 

godefroyae [Anne and Rainer].  Mike won Best Cymbidium Tribe with Cymbidium dayanum. 

 

 Bryan and Mike shared a sales table and a six foot show table and won eight first, six second 

and seven third place ribbons Plus Best Stanhopea & Catasetum Subtribe with Mikeôs Cycnoches Wine 

Delight óJ.E.M.ô and Bryan won Best Dendrobium Other, now called The Diana Burritt Award with 

Epegeium nakaharaei with the 41 plants on their table.  The Paristylus parishii and Epigeneium 

nakaharaei both were nominated but did not win awards.  The display also was awarded the COC 

Award for Best Display and also the COC Presidentôs Award for Most Unique Display.   

 

 Sue  had her own sales and display table and with fifteen plants won one first, 2 second and 

three third place ribbons.  One of her Cymbidium goeringii var. longibracteatum was nominated, but 

did not win an award. 

 

 The Grand Champion was won by pat van Adrichem and his Dendrobiuim victoriae reginae 

with the Reserve Champion going to Selene Shen in her fourth year of growing orchid a Vancouver 

member for Blc. Chia Lin óNew City AM/AOS an almost black purple huge full Cattleya. 

 

Altogether ten members participated with 81 plants.  There were 27 plants nominated for 

judging for AOS Awards, but only three were awarded.   Pat van Adrichemôs Dendrobium victoriae 

reginae was awarded a Certificate of Cultural Excellence with 91 points. Kochi Nakatani won the other 

two with Vanda Pureôs óBlue Waxyô with a HCC of 78 points and Dtps Ganlin Fairy x P. Tai Lin 

óAngleô with an HCC. 

 

*******************************************************************  

COC Annual General Meeting October 18
th
 2009-10-23 

 

Insurance: 

-Model three that we voted for was the winner.  Ie. increases of a year of two as needed to stop  
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     paying out of reserve fund. 50 cents this year. 

-I am being sent a policy. 

-Due dates in concrete this year not paid for by Dec 31
st
 are cut off.   

-Money in to Treasurer by December 1
st
.  Late fee of $25 for after that. 

-[One society sent in their money in September this year for 2009]  No messing about next year. 

-$50 for Library replacement costs of $10,000.  Victoria paid $75 for $15,000 library last year. 

-Audio visual etc. At replacement cost separate.  We deal with company.  That information is  

     coming as well. [Ralph] 

 

Programs: 

There will be a slow [as we can afford it] conversion of slide programs to DVD.   These will be 

distributed to member societies for a donation [to be decided] so emergency programs are 

available to societies if a problem arises. There are several programs in the works and if we 

want a program on anything please ask. 

 

Travel Support: 

There is a $200 matched funding support for smaller societies [we are in that group].  It is for 

travel only not housing of speakers. [ if the cost is $400 we pay $200 they pay $200 as it is a 

matched funding program now.] 

 

The Elections: 

All of the executive stood for re-election and were voted in. 

 

I was asked about Bryan and my display at the Fraser Valley Show.  This is a picture Jerry took.  The 

cards and ribbons really take away from the tiny plants on the burlap and the judges asked us if we 

wanted to remove all the cards.  We did remove about half.  There were 41 before.  The burlap palm 

stems were 4 and 3 foot lengths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

CULTIVATION OF NEOFINETIA FALCATA  
Courtesy of: New World Orchids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light:  Neofinetias prefer medium light levels, from 1500 - 3000 footcandles.  If you are growing 

under fluorescent lights, keep the plants about six - eight inches from the tubes.  Under high-intensity 

lamps, grow approximately four feet from the fixture.  This plant can be grown on windowsills, given 

an east, south, or west exposure.  Plants may be grown outdoors in the summer with filtered sunlight. 

 

Temperature: This plant can tolerate a wide range of temperatures.  In spring and summer, day 

temperature should be 70° F or above, with a 10 to 15 degree drop at night.  During winter months, day 

temperatures below 65° F are preferred.  Neofinetia falcata will tolerate winter temperatures in the 

upper 30's! 

 

Humidity:  should be kept from 40 to 60%.  Use humidity trays or a small room humidifier when 

growing on windowsills. 

 

Water & Fertilizer:  Use clean water, such as rainwater, distilled or reverse osmosis water if 

possible.  Flush the plant regularly, especially if using municipal or well water.  Never use artificially 

softened water.  Let plants dry out between watering.  Use ample water in spring and summer while the 

plants are in active growth and in flower, reducing quantities during cooler winter days.  Use a 

balanced fertilizer year-round, preferably urea-free.  If using rain, distilled, or reverse osmosis water, 

add some municipal or well water to supply the necessary calcium and magnesium.  Fertilize very 

lightly every other watering during the growing season, once a month during the winter rest period 

should do. 

 

Flowering: Neofinetias bloom mostly from spring through fall.  The inflorescence may have from 

three to fifteen flowers.  Most forms have white flowers with a long nectary (spur).  They will last from 
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one to two months, and are extremely fragrant both day and night.  There are also pink, green, cherry-

red and yellow-colored forms, as well as those with variegated leaves and different growth habits. 

 

Repotting: Preferably done in the spring and early summer, every two to three years.  Clay, plastic, 

or net pots, or wood baskets, will work. 

If potting in moss, use a good-quality, long-fibered sphagnum moss, and place the root ball over a 

small amount of moss.  Wrap the root ball securely in sphagnum moss, so that the plant does not 

wobble.  Keep the base of the plant higher than the rim of the pot.  Plants can be similarly planted 

using osmunda fiber. 

 

Possible recipes for potting media are: 

A: 3 parts sphagnum, 1 part perlite or #3 sponge rock, 1 part medium tree fern fiber 

B: 3 parts fine fir bark, 1 part perlite or # 3 sponge rock, 1 part fine tree fern fiber 

C: 3 parts fine fir bark, 1 part perlite or #3 sponge rock, 1 part chopped sphagnum 

 

Any of the above mixes can be used, or something similar; these plants are not very particular.  

You want to have an open mix that will drain freely.  Pot as you would most other orchids, keeping the 

base of the plant above the top of the media. 

When growing in a basket, line the basket with a thin layer of sphagnum or coconut fiber to 

keep the mix from falling through the slats.  Plants may also be mounted on cork or tree fern plaques, 

or on wood branches like oak, sassafras, etc.  You can mount the plants with a little sphagnum or 

osmunda to help keep them moist.  If humidity is adequate, some growers plant Neofinetia falcata on 

rocks with live moss.  

 

Guidelines provided courtesy of: New World Orchids 

19220 Sanborn, Manchester, MI 48158 USA 

Tel: (734) 428-8182,  Email: NewWOrchid@aol.com www.newworldorchids.com 

 

Orchid Digest, July-Aug.-Sept., 2004 

****************************************************************************  

Fall in the Orchid House 
By Ernest E. Hetherington 

 

Fall is a gentle time of the year, in our lives and in the activities, which center around our orchid 

collections.  The heat of summer has gone except far the few short-lived periods of real summery weather, which 

always seems to squeeze themselves into this time of year.  By the end of September the growth an most plants 

has slowed down markedly.  The growths on the Cattleyas are made up and carrying the sheaths which will bear 

blooms through the fall, winter, and into next spring.  Not until around next March will the plants growth 

quicken and develop with the speed, which they grow all through the blazing summer months.  Fall is one of the 

most exciting seasons to the Cattleya fancier, far at this time some of the most flamboyant and colorful hybrids 

bloom.  The hybrids from Cattleya labiata are truly magnificent.  Many of our best yellow Cattleyas bloom then 

also.  The magnificent white Bow Bells and Joyce Hannington hybrids flower all through the fall and into the 

early winter.  Flower shows are especially colorful because of the many and varied Cattleya hybrids and the 

great number of miscellaneous species, which are fall blooming.  This is in contrast to the spring shows in which 

Cymbidiums and Phalaenopsis are the major genera especially throughout the West Coast states. 

By the end of September it is no longer advisable to do much Cattleya repotting as plants do not 

establish well throughout the fall and winter months.  Take special care of plants, which have been repotted to 

see they are not kept too wet.  Seedlings or plants which can be shifted an without dividing can be handled 

without much danger.  Fall is a time when you must adjust growing conditions in your orchid house.  The days 

are shorter than those of the long summer months and there is much less light.  This is the time when you must 
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take off most of the summer shading.  Do not change from heavy shading to clear glass abruptly or you'll get 

burn.  Remember though, more light now or flower quality will be poor and the growths will be weak. 

The need far maintaining good culture and the right environment for orchid plants is being increasingly 

recognized.  What is meant by this?  Basically, that it is better to have a few well grown plants in an average 

orchid house which are not too crowded; to give them enough food, water, pest control and disease sprays, than 

to have twice as many which receive poor care.  A bit of advice here is: learn to grow your orchids properly if 

you wish to get full enjoyment.  Further, on fall and winter care - make sure your heating system works well 

before you need it.  Test it out for proper combustion, gas leaks, and other check areas.  Make sure your 

thermostat is not rusted from the humidity.  Think of what can happen to a heater or heating system, and you 

know it has happened to someone.  Don't wait for a cold spell to find out your heater needs adjusting. 

Most Cymbidiums show their spikes September-October-November and into December.  How do you 

tell if they are spikes?  Generally, the spikes are more pencil-shaped than a growth.  The best test is to gently 

squeeze the tip if the spike is high enough to get two fingers over it.  If there is "give," it is a spike; if it is firmly 

packed, it is a growth.  As the spikes come up and before your Cymbidiums flower, it is good to spray them with 

a good fungicide-bactericide to cut down an leaf tip die-back, black fungus an the bulbs, and other similar 

conditions.  We use Consan 20 at the rate of one ounce to eight gallons of water.  This gives 200 parts per 

million.  Wet the foliage and plants well with it.  You can even water it in.  Sheaths on Cattleya plants will 

frequently turn brown or black at this time of year.  In the main this is perfectly normal and is no cause for 

alarm.  If they do brown off, they may either be cut close to the axil of the leaf or, if buds are coming up, cut off 

the tip so air can get dawn in.  Sometimes, too, a little "v" at the base of the brown sheath to let the condensation 

moisture drain off helps. 

Go easy on the watering of practically all plants through fall, winter and into early spring.  Make sure 

they are dry and cut dawn on the overhead spraying or even cut it out entirely. 

Change is a part of everything.  This is especially true with orchids for we must change our culture as 

the seasons change.  Learn the basics of culture, and your efforts will be rewarded many times over in fine plants 

and flowers.  Learn, too, that with orchids the cause or effect of good or bad culture is not always immediate.  A 

good general rule is what you may have done wrong may take several months to show up and a year or two to 

correct.  Once you learn the basics, however, the rest is easy.  Do not be guilty of that common but serious 

mistake of accepting new procedures or materials without thorough trial.  The cases are legion of materials, 

mixes and procedures which didn't work-but which looked good at first. 

 

Orchid digest, October 1966 

 

*********************************************************************** *****  

 

GALEANDRAS  
Marilyn M. LeDoux 

Senior Horticulturist, Orchid Collection, Missouri Botanical Garden. 

AOS Probationary Judge, Mid-America Region. Orch. Dig., July-Aug.-Sept., 1993 

 

Galeandras are a group of delightfully unusual and attractive orchids that deserve more attention than 

they normally receive.  According to Hawkes' Encyclopedia of Cultivated Orchids, in former years galeandras 

were popular with enthusiasts but today have largely passed out of vogue, even though several of the species are 

among the most spectacular of American orchids.  We must remember, however, that Hawkes' book was first 

published in 1965.  If more recent American Orchid Society awards are an accurate indicator, galeandras are 

now more popular, probably due to today's general interest in species orchids.  Though I believe this wonderful 

genus is worthy of even more attention, one of the main factors limiting an upsurge of dedication is a lack of 

commercial availability. 

The name Galeandra was chosen by John Lindley in 1830 and is derived from both Greek and Latin 

words meaning ñhelmet-shaped anther cap,ò referring to the anther cap of the type species Galeandra baueri.  

The sepals and petals of most galeandras are very similar in size and coloration, except for the much larger lip.  

The labellum is normally differently and often more brightly colored than the other segments; it is usually 

funnel-shaped and terminates in a spur.  The flowers are long-lived, and the flowering period is often prolonged 

by the formation of a secondary or occasionally even a tertiary spike from the original. 
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DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT  

Of the tribe Cymbidieae and subtribe Cyrtopodiinae, Galeandra is a genus of about 25 species of New 

World orchids ranging from southern Florida and Mexico to Bolivia and Brazil, with the majority of species 

occurring in the Amazon regions of Brazil. 

The genus can be divided into two habitat groups: one usually epiphytic or lithophytic, and the other 

terrestrial.  The epiphytic types have persistent slender, elongate, cylindrical pseudobulbs, while the terrestrial 

types have only small corm-like pseudobulbs when dormant.  All galeandras lose their leaves during dormancy.  

Some species bloom while leafless, others while in leaf.  There are many more epiphytic species than terrestrial 

ones.  The majority of species occur at lower elevations, from sea level to 500 meters, and are subject to a 

seasonal drier period. 

 

SPECIES 

A brief mention of five of the more commonly cultivated species follows: 

Galeandra baueri Lindl. is the type of the genus and an epiphyte that occurs in open forests from Mexico to 

Panama and Surinam.  The pseudobulbs are up to 45 cm tall, but are often considerably shorter.  The fragrant, 

showy flowers are produced on terminal racemes and have yellowish brown sepals and petals and a lip that is 

purple in front, shading to a white to brownish throat.  Flowers are normally about 3.5-4.0 cm in width and 4.5-

5.0 cm in length due to the spur. 

Galeandra batemanii Rolfe is an epiphytic plant that has often been confused with G. baueri and is considered 

synonymous to that species by some authorities.  The two plants differ only slightly in flower color and sepal, 

petal, and lip shape.  G. batemanii is generally a smaller plant, reaching a maximum of about 40 cm in height.  It 

occurs from Mexico to Costa Rica. 

Galeandra devoniana Lindl. is one of the more common species both in nature and in cultivation.  It is native to 

Venezuela, Guyana, and Brazil.  This is the largest species, plants being up to 2 meters tall, although 30-50 cm is 

the norm for this usually epiphytic species.  It occasionally does grow terrestrially, and was initially discovered 

in the 1830' s growing near the banks of the Rio Negro in Brazil by Sir Robert Schomburgk.  He described the 

spectacularly beautiful sight of enormous clumps of plants, about six feet tall, in full bloom.  The showy, 

fragrant flowers are variable in size, but are  

recorded as being up to 11 cm in natural spread for the awarded clone 'Nova' (AM/AOS, 81 pts.).  The striking 

lip is white with strong maroon to pink venation near the apex. 

Galeandra stangeana Rchb.f. is an epiphytic plant that occurs in Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, and Brazil.  A 

common synonym is G. pubicentrum.  The pseudobulbs are up to 30 cm tall.  The flowers have a natural spread 

of about 3.5 cm and are variable in color.  Generally the sepals and petals are bronze-green and the lip is white to 

cream with a lilac to pink tip flush.  Missouri Botanical Garden has a plant collected in Venezuela by German 

Carnevali that is an alba form, completely lacking any bronze and lilac coloration.  It has apple green sepals and 

petals and a white lip.  This plant received a CHM/AOS, 80 pts. in February 1991 and was given the clonal name 

'Tower Grove.' 

Galeandra beyrichii Rchb.f. is the most common terrestrial and is widespread in lowland tropical America.  It 

ranges from southern Florida and Mexico to Argentina.  The corm-like pseudobulbs are subterranean and leaves 

are not present during flowering.  The inflorescences are erect, to about one meter tall, but usually shorter.  

Flowers range from 2.5-4.5 cm across. Sepals and petals are light green.  The lip is greenish white with bright 

red stripes in the throat. 

 

CULTURE  

I have grown Galeandra batemanii, G. baueri, G. devoniana, G. leptoceras, and G. stangeana with considerable 

success.  All of these are epiphytic species and the cultural tips to follow are specifically for the epiphytic types, 

although most likely can be applied to the terrestrial species also because even the epiphytic species seem to 

thrive best when grown in a semi-terrestrial type of medium.  Any reasonable mixture containing a few to all of 

the following ingredients should work: fine bark, tree fern fiber, charcoal, perlite, and peat.  I have enjoyed 

success in straight fine tree fern fiber as well as in mixes.  As with nearly all orchids, good drainage is essential.  

I prefer clay pots because they "breathe."  While the plants are actively growing they require intermediate to 

warm conditions, ample moisture, excellent light, high humidity, and regular feeding. My plants grow well in 

cattleya-type temperature and light conditions and are kept in the same spot in the greenhouse year-round.  After 

the new growths mature the leaves gradually yellow and fall, at which time watering should be reduced.   
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