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Coming Meeting Dates:

May 22, June 12010

Bryandés AOS Award winning display at our show

Program for May 22"

Working with Paphs the Hartmann Way

By Anne and Rainer Hartmann

Coming Events:
CVIOS Summer Picnic, Time and Place to be announced
Fraser Valley Show and SaleTime and Place to be announced.

Editorial:

Once again we showed what we gaow with class. Both our show and the Vancouver show
put our name out front and showed the quality of our plants to the world. Well done all.

How are everyoneds plants from Japan doing?
have spikes. Tdnlittle tuber that looked like a petrified fuzzy white caterpillar has even decided to
come out of dormancy. I didndét have much hope
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Is anyone thinking about hosting the picnic this summer? It would bemiave that settled
this month so we can plan our summer.
Cheers Mike
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Central Vancouver Island General Meeting- April 24 2010

Present: 34 members Guest: Kathy Meyer

1. Mike Miller movedthat the minutes of our last general meeting in February be acesppethted.
Bev Morrison seconded and the motion was carried.

2. Correspondence for February and MarohOS Review (February and Marchprchid Review

- Australia Orchids Our subsdption for the Orchid Review will be discontinued due to the cost and
the factthat it is not often taken out of the librariloved by Mike Miller, seconded by Maureen
Hawthorne and carried.

3. Treasurer Shell ey Ratt i md&alrppores.sSkeflesneved Fe br uar
acceptance of Februaryds r epor tmovedadceptance &afi e Gay
Marchos report and Maur e®halleyHepartedihatrthe nespeoceeds dfewt ; ¢
March Auction was $1430.50. Tieewassome discussion around what these funds could be used for
including making a donatioto the Richmond Judging Centre and the closest American Célee.
decided tdkeep the majority of funds for extras such as library books and guest speakers.

4. Sue gave us a brief report of our AOS show indicating that a total of 38 people cont&b0ted
plants for display.She thanked all of our members who volunteered timeé and efforts towards
setting up our display, judging plants, selling plants arzkpliaw tickets and just being ttedo talk
with people and make the show a success.

5. A suggestion was made to change the prize draw tickets from 3 for a loonie tolddioieaand 3

for a toonie. All were in agreement to make this change.

6. Dorareminded us to thank sponsors and press who did articles about our sh®ueaart Shirley
indicated that they had already done so.

7. Library: Maureen donated some books to our library and Mary encouraged ushe lilsery more
often.

8. Goodies: Thak you to Angie, Vickie, Maureen and Sandra and Ray for bringproglies this month.
A reminder to Sue, Mary, Dora and Donna to bring goodies foMayrmeeting.

9. Don indicated that he would send us pictures of our plants that he takes at nieetirgwebsite,

as long as we let him know within two months of the meeting.

10. Mike will be taking our plants and doing our society display at the VancouverMagB8&9 at

the Richmond Curling Centre?lants can be dropped off at Doras or MikasWednesdaas he will

be leaving early on Thursday to transport plants for the display.

11. Donation to the Judging Centres: In order to support the Judging CentreSIBegamade a
motion that we make a donation of $50 each to the Richmond GentitheSeattleCentre. Bev
Morrison seconded the motion and it was carried.

12.Judging takes place the sec@adurday of each month at the Judging Centre in Richraadd
sending plants is another way to support the centre as well as learningbootevhat the critex are
for judging plants and what constitutes an awarded plant.

13.An agreement was made by members of societies attending our show to spray &ordotaanes of
visiting societies during the course of shows, if no members from that vistaowgty wee attending

the show.

14. Programs: In May, Anne and Rainer will be sharing their knowledge and expeainddPaphs.
with us. In June Pat VaAdickemwill be joining us.



Following adjournment Bryan and Donna talked about all of the plants on outtahieand after our
break Bryan, Mike and Sue gave us some very informative hara$vare on repotting, dividing and
mounting orchids.
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Report of the CVIOS Annual AOS Judged Show and Sale

Our April Show was a great success. Fifteen members had plants on display in for displays.
The Society display with about 80 plants was staged by Laurie and her assistance and turned many
heads. The Ribbon count was 25 first place, 26 second pladethind place ribbons. Six best of
Class awards were gathered as well: Best Cattleya, with Cattleya warnii owned by Dora, Best Phal with
Phalaenopis lobbii owned by Anne and Rainer, Best Vanda Group with Sarchochiies harmannii x self
owned by Vickie, Besof all others with Chrysis bractescens ownedé&gnnette & HildingBest
Grown on Windowsill withPaph Maudiae x Paph Vintage Harvest owned by Maureen, Best Grown
Under Lights withPaph. Judge Rilip owned by Anne and Rainefhere was one AOS Nominat for
Mi k e b k eMtmecophila wendlandii Jeannette and Hilding took Grand Champion with
DendrobiumGaton Sunraya beautiful huge plant.

Sue had her own small table and picked up 2 first, two seconds and a third with 11 plants.

Jerry had his own small table as weith 9 plants and collected 3 firsts, 3 seconds and Best
other in Oncidium Group with Brassia Rex O6Spotl

Bryan with his delightful display of his tiny wonders gathered 3 firsts, 11 seconds and 2 thirds
plus Best Plerothalid withMasd. vrliferd Two of his pants were nominated as well. But, best of all
his display was awarded the AOS trophy for Best Display.

Victoria won the Best Visiting Society awarddawas presented the COC trophy.

There were 13 AOS nominahs but only one award given out by the judges. Epidendron
hugomedinae was awarded a CHM of 82 points and is owned by Merv Lutes of the Fraser Valley
Society.
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Report on the Vancouver Socety AOS Judged Show and Sale

On the May 81 9" weekend Mike took our display to the Richmond Curling Club and set up a
four table display of aboutO plants supplied by members.The display gathered 10 first place
ribbons, 12 second place, and 8dtplace ribbons. Best Pleurothalis was awarded to &biMasd.
Monarch Highland Gold and Best Br ashaditwvm went t o
nomi nated plants, Laurieds Cochleoda Louis Posce
took Best Visiting Display with the COC trophy.
Sue had a one table display and gathered one first place ribbon and three seconds with a very
pretty display.
Bryan and Mike had a small one table display with lots of little guys on the table. They
gathered @irst place ribbons, 6 second place and 2 third placeribbons Be st maxi | | ari a
Maxillaria uernicosa which was also nominated.
Tongariro, and P. bulbocodioides.
Twenty-four plants were nominadeand four awards were given out.
Brassidium Shooitng Star x Brassia longissiuma AM of 80 points
Paph pinochio x Paph. Bellatulum AM 82 points
Phrag wallisii x Phrag longifloliuim AM 84 points
Laelia eyermanninae CHM 82 points
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CENTRAL VANCOUVER ISLAND
ORCHID SOCIETY

The CVIOS display, Photby Shirley McClure
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH MY ORCHID

by Gordon Heaps

1. Not Flowering:

- Is it old enough?

- Try more light- east window to south window.

-Try a different fertilizer regime
-10-52-10 is a good flower inducer.
- 7-11-27 contains extra XgS04 that plants neegrbduce fruit anflowers.

-Try lowering the temperature
- Growing at 21 C continuously does not tell the plant there are different seasons.
- Drop temperatures at least 6 C every night férweeks.

2. Wilted Leaves too much water or too little ater.
- Check the roots, pull the plant out of the pot if they are white and shriveled, you are probably
not watering enough.
- if they are soft and mushy (or nexistant) then you have root rot. Treat with a fungicide like
Benomyl and Funginex. Repimto a new medium that drains better.



3. Black growing tips on new growth:
- You may have Pythium fungus disease
- Treat with Benomyl.
- Increase air circulation.
-Your plant may be starving for Calcium
- Feed with CaNO03 (20-0) at approximately 1 tbspel once every 3 months.
- Note Dynagrow fertilizer is the only current commercial fertilizecdatain
chelated calcium.

4. Plants loose in the poThe roots are all at the surface:
- They are telling you something!!
- Root Rot problems caused by amect watering practices.
- Media break down bark becomes mushy eliminating the esseatradiround roots.
- Transplant immediately into a new media.
- When repotting lower the plant into the pot just enough to get those siotdseovered.

5. Flower buds "blasting" just before opening (always a cultural problem):

- Check your furnace to ensure complete combustion.

- Change in temperatures if dramatic enough could cause this.

- Change in light did you move the plant to a new location for betiewing?
- leave plant before moving until at least three flowers are open or asdweds are

forming.

- Not enough humidity (or change in levels). For example, when the furnacestaitsg in
the fall or when the sun gets brighter in the spring.

- Fertilizer starvation the plant needs lots of nutrition as it is growing flowersl1-27 is a
good feed at this time.

6. Plant foliage turning purple:
- Be careful now! This is the start of leaf burn. The purple color is a natural pigmentation but
the next stage is sun scald. Not much different from you turning red from too much sun.
- Try to reduce light levels by changing windows or pulling blinds to filter some of the light.

7. Soft mushy areas of the leafhis is bacterial and spreads rdpid
- Remove area with sterile knife
- Treat with Physton 27 @kgri Miacin
- Increase air circulatioaround the plant.
- Never allow water to sih crown or leaf axils of the plant.
- Water before noon.

8. Round brown or black spots on the leaf. (Tikiprobably a fungus of some sort):
- Treat with Benomyl (entire plant).
- Reduce humidity (or increase air circulation).
- Feed with higher phosphate fertilizer. For example, change freh®-30 to 2620-20 or even
10-52-10.
- If very serious remove facted part.
- Avoid water splashing from one plant to the next.
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Orchid Society of Alberta, September 1996



Orchids in Terrariums
By Claudio Rossi of Cloud's Orchids

Introduction

| continue to receive more and more requests about growing orchids inside a terrarium. | am suspecting
that there are many more people making the transition &om growing on the windovasmore

enclosed space where they can control conditions like humidity much better. One of the advantages of
setting up a terrarium is the fact that you can create eosédfined miniature environment quite easily.
However there are several factasskeep in mind when doing so, hence | have put together this web

page in an effort to address these issues for the orchid grower. If you have a question that is not
addressed here, please let me know and | will do my best to incorporate the answerdverydoe's

benefit.

Preparing The Tank

If you are using an old aquarium, there is fairly little to do. Provided it was airagh tank, then you

win need to just clean it thoroughly with a mild dishwashing soap, and rinse thoroughly. If it was a salt
water tank then you will need to repeat this several times, and possibly let it sit full of plain water for a
couple of days in between cleanings. The reason for this is that any residual salt will definitely cause
you grief down the road. Hence it is bastdeal with this right up front.

Placement

Choose a location where direct sun will never hit the tank. The glass of the aquarium will amplifY the
effect of the sun's rays resulting in more of an oven, than a terrarium. Leave at least 1 inch between the
tank and any window surface to buffer the temperature changes happening outside. If you only have a
location with minimal direct sunlight, you might consider adding some white reflective background to
offset the amount of light hitting the tank. It may besevio place aninimaxthermometer inside the

empty tank for a couple of days once you have placed the tank in its intended location. This will avert
any nasty surprises down the road, and avoid needing to relocate after the tank is set up.

Substrate

| would avoid using soil, sand or gravel as a substrate for your tank. It is difficult to do any

maintenance once these materials are in place, and they can easily sour the environment. | would
sooner use a layer of egfell crate to serve as the base to boldThis will provide air below the

pots, and keep the plants above any water that accumulates on the bottom. Then if you ever need to do
some housecleaning, it is easily removed and the tank can be scrubbed before setting it up again. Egg
shell crate istte material used as fluorescent fixture covering. It has spaces about 1/4 inch square, and
it is about 1/2" high. It can easily be cut to size with ajigsaw, utility knife or pruning shears.

Props

If you want to create a realistic snapot of the forest dlor, you will probably want to introduce a few

props for things to grow on, or serve as a background for choice plants. Remember that everything that
goes into the tank should be scrutinized carefully, and cleaned properly before entering. Some good
choices for props would be driftwood, such as can be purchased from an aquarium store. Other
interesting surfaces can be virgin cork because of its rough surface. Even a couple of these placed up
against the back can look like the base of a tree trunk growtimghie forest floor. Rocks can also be

used quite effectively. If you collect your props &om the outdoors, be sure to clean them properly. You
can use boiling water with some bleach added to sterilize the props, and then rinse them thoroughly.
Don't do ths in an enclosed space, as the bleach fumes will be overwhehning!



Companion Plants

It is always more effective if you use a least a few companion plants that are not orchids to make the
environment more varied and interesting to the eye. Choose plantsriiain very short, or are very

slow growing. All plant candidates must be able to tolerate high humidity at all times to make suitable
candidates. Some good choices are low ferns, ivy, peperomia, short nephthytis;réibteds

begonias, rhoeo, selagifa, short crotons, small dracaenas. You can find many of these that are
variegated or spotted with white, eink or red. These choices can provide some color when your plants
are not in bloom, but keep thein to a minimum, otherwise the setup can loakstpard less natural.
Besides the filler plants, you can also use companion plants that normally occur with orchids like
members of the bromeliad family. Ttllandsias and cryptanthus are great choices and will also bloom,
producing very exotic flowers. The&an even be attached higher up on the props to really give that
realistic jungle appearance. Bits of Spanish moss can add that Louisiana Bayou effect if you drape
them trom the top of the props. Spanish moss also produces very ftagrant tiny floweas desdan

bonus.

Choosing Orchid Plants

You need to choose your orchid candidates carefully. For the most part they should be plants that like
lower light/intermediate temperaturelhigh humidity. Depending on the size of your terrarium, it makes
sense to choog®ant sizes that are in scale with the dimensions as well, as it will look more pleasing.
Fortunately there are many great candidates to choose trom. Miniature candidates are masdevallia,
pleurothallis, promenaea, dracula, ornithocephalus, aerangiseangrabulbophyllum, barbosella,
leptotes, sophronitis, dendrobium, psygmorchis, etcetera, along with anything identified as a "twig
epiphyte" in books. You will also find compact candidates from the genera mentioned above, along
with paph species, cochlghars, phal species, jewel orchids, etcetera. Unless the mature size is clear in
a description, it is always best to ask your plant source whether or not the plant is suitable for a
small/mediumllarge terrarium.

Assembling The Terrarium

Place the egghellcrate on the bottom. Put your props in place. Now place your larger filler plants
towards the back and shorter towards the tront. Now place your orchids, id~ly, so they are not crowded
by the filler plants. You can fill any empty spaces with a little spbagmoss, as it will usually begin

to grow under ideal conditions. | would use it in tront of plastic pots to help hide them. Initially, the
terrarium may look a little disheveled, but don't let this depress you. Allow the plants a little time to
adjust ad start to grow, and usually within a couple of months things will start to look terrific.

WateringlFertilizing

It is best to use only rainwater or distilled water for your plants, as there is no way to leach out
accumulated salts trom the pots. Mistirghlly with plain water every 4 days or so should be sufficient
This will be determined by the location and venting. Humid air tends to sink, so little of the moisture
will escape unless you have fans going. | would NEVER fertilize more than once a nmohélvea

then only at a very reduced concentration to avoid salt-opildne eighth of the recommended
strength on the label is probably suitable.

Artificial Light

You can use a standard aquarium hood fitted with fluorescent tubes to provide suppliegherital

your location exposure is too dark. | would avoid incandescent tubes as they give off too much heat If
you have no choice, then ample venting may be sufficient to dissipate the additional heat.



Air Movement

In smaller tanks, this is most lilcehot an issue, but larger tanks may require supplemental air
movement. This can be provided through small fans purchased at an electronic or computer store, and
attached to the back of the pmk hood to provide gentle air movement inside the tank.

Repotting

When it comes time to repot, it will be easier as the plants have remained in their primary container.
Just pullout the plant and replace the media, and then put in~back in place. Don't drench the new media
before replacing the plant as a little drynesi lwélp to heal any root damage that occurred during

repgtting. If your plant is a rambler liice many of the bulbophyllums, then you can ignore the need to

repot, as it will have attached itself to other,surfaces in the terrarium, and will be quite tmbeeteft
alone.

Takenfrom the February 2007 edition of the Niagara Region Orchid Society Newsletter
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Growing promenaeas

By Rex Johnson

Prom. stapelioides ‘Tinonee’.

Alan and Ada Kelly share their experiences of growing Promenaeas in Tasmania with Rex
Johnson.



We had a bit of spare room in our Sarcochilus house and Ken Russell suggested we try
Promenaeas ive wanted something different to grow. When he visited us a couple of years later he
was delighted with the success that he could see we were having.

Promenaeas a genus of about 14 species, which belongs to th&ibelZygopetalinae.

Because they g in temperate rainforests of sowghstern Brazil they adapt very nicely to similar
conditions that suit our Sarcs here in Tasmania.

These small plants have a cluster of pseudobulbs about 25mm long and with light green/greyish
leaves about 25mm long. &lheaves sometimes get quite a silvery texture on them and can appear to
be affected by the predator red spider mite. Inflorescences are mostly single flowers.

However, some hybrids will produce up to three flowers on the arching to pendulous racemes.

Flowers do not vary much in size, ranging only between 40mm and 50mm across but they do
open into very attractive blooms of yellow to cream and often marked more or less with red/maroon
bars or blotches. Some hybrids now have beautiful dark velvet textpsed |

In early 1988, we purchased a few of these little plants and duly placed them where Ken
suggested. When he was back in Tasmania for the Australian Orchid Council Conference at Burnie, he
visited us again and his first words when he entered the 8ase kivere: "Good heavens, you are
growing those promenaeas good."

Our Sarcochilus house is of timber construction, clad with reinforced polyfilm and old
corrugated fibreglass on the roof. The fibreglass has now quite dissblaud has therefore reduced
the light level by 25 per cent or more.
The Promenaeas are on the western side of the house where they get a little more light than the
Sarcs. However, during the hottest part of the summer, when the temperatures geadp 89 ne
degrees, a piece of 50 per cent green shade cloth is pulled over the roof to keep the house cool.



