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Meetings are held September through June on the Saturday before the 4th Wednesday of each month at
the Harewood Activity Centre, 195 Fourth Street, Nanaimo, in the hall on the second floor, doors open
at11:30, with the business meeting starting at 12:00 noon.

Coming Meeting Dates:

Mar 20, April 17, May 22, June 12010



Program for March 20"

Live 50/50 Auction

All lots must be registered in byl1:00am
First lot will start at 12:00am
Please dahot come too early for viewingl1:00-12:00

Coming Events:
CVIOS Show and Sale April 18' i 18" 2010, Country Club Centre, Nanaimo.
Vancouver Orchid Society Show and Sale May"7i 8" 2010, Richmond curling Club
CVIOS Summer Picnic, Time and Place tde announced.

Editorial:

This month the Auction will take the place of a meeting. There will a number of guests joining
us and remember to bring a friend with a few dollars in their pockets. The lots will be spread out on
tables for viewing and biddewill be given numbered paddles to help us with namegsete below]

The Japanese plants all looked very good. They were distributed to those who ordered them
and all seemed delightfully surprised. Potting up some of the tubers was interestiag.like
preparing a burial for a stiff whitish fuzzy | e
and Bletillas looked very good. It will be interesting to see how true to the description they turn out. |
potted all 50f my Bletillas in half gallon pots and will sink them up to the rims later. All are looking
good with sturdy sprouts up through the soil.

Please read the notes on the auction so you are prepared. It will hopefully run very smoothly.

Cheers Mike
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CVIOS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 20, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon. 28 Members Pagsehere were 4 guests present:
StephanieMadeline, Tom and Connie.
1. Dora moved appval of the minutes of our January 23 meeting, Mike 2nd and moéoted.There
was no old business.
2. Treasurer Shelley Rattink presented the statement of income and expensasdmtithending
January 31.Shelley moved acceptance of her report, Zwk
3. Correspondence received this month included: Orchid Digest, AOS Journal aviallegaGarden
catalogue.
4. New Business:
- Sue passed around volunteer signsheets for our show in ApriShe also distributesiponsorship
sheets for memberstosm s or O Best of Cl aPoseés ara ready ahagwillfbe r t h e
distributed at our March meeting.
-Nancy asked for volunteers to parRvemeampeast e i n |
indicated they would participate.
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5. March Auction:

- Reminder: We will be having our fundraising auction on March 20 in place of a gerestihg and
program. Set up will start at 10:00 am., with items arriving fromQ0Ddo 1100. Viewing will be from
11:00 to noon, when the auction will begiaroceeds carbe shared 50/50 with the donor or donated
entirely to the CVIOS.

- Refreshment will be providedlhank you to Linda, Don, Maureen, Vickie, and Dfmabringing
goodies in FebruaryThe following people have agreed to bring goodiegHerauctio: Maureen,
Laurie, Bev, Shirley, Mike, Hillary & Fred, Sue C. and Bob C.

DONG6 T FORGET YOUR AUCTI ON I TEMS AND TOPUANWVI TED
LOVERS TO PARTICIPATE.

6. Programs: Patan Adrickemhas agreed to do the program in June.

7. Victoria Show: Nke will be doing our display and will need lots of plants as hedserved six
tables and he will have a large vehicle to transport pldhsa and Regyill also have room to take
plants down on Thursday for our displa@lants can btaken to Dorés on Wednesday or on Thursday
morning.

8. Volunteers are welcome to come and help stédimation about our show into batjgt will be
distributed at the Nanaimo Horticultural Show taking place March1®atBeban. This will be done
on the morning oFriday, March 12. If you are interestednelping, call Shirley for details.

The meeting was adjourned at 12: 35 helpfl we movVv e
presentation on getting our orchids ready for shows.
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The Victoria Show

The CVIOS Display from the front
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The right end showing the
Art Entries.




The CVIOS display was designed by Mike and with the help ddora, Reg Jerry and
Donna it all went together almost as plannedThe plants were contributed from Donna, Dora,
Maureen, Laurie, Shirley, Anne & Rainer, Jerry and Mike.

How we did: The display won Best Visiting Society and we were presented with the
perpetual trophy, a carved West Coat tray. We gathered in 15 blue ribbons, 8 reds, and 3 whites,
but brought in the big ribbons with Best Paphiopedilum with Raph. Judge Philip owned by Anne
and Rainer, Best Other inCyp sub-family with Phrag. Paul Eugene Cooy, owned by Anne and
Rainer, Best Oncidium with Psychopsi BestbAlli posa
Ot hers, with Phaius Microburst fAOctobbwonf est o Al
seedling, all other with Paph rothschildianum, owned byAnne & Rainer, Best Orchid grown
exclusively under artificial lights, with Paph. Judge Philip, owned by Anne & Rainer, Best
Orchid Picture, with a watercolour of a white Paph., created by Donna.

There were 19 AOS Nominations to be looked at more closelywhich 6 were from our
tabl e. Paul Eugene Covoy, Paph. Judge Philip,
mentioned above as well as Pot. Memoria Harry Johnson, owned by Mike, Slc. Mini Doris
Carmel ad owned by Dora, and B uke bAepéreawardedoneni ni at
award. The Bul bophyl |l um miniat um HérRoltardl6 was (gi
Merit] of 82 points.

Bryan had a display right beside the CVI OSO0:¢
red and 6 white ribbons and Besbf Other in Dendrobium Alliance with Cirrhopetalum
refractum. They also had three other AOS Nominations.

Thank you to all the people who sent in plants and to al those who helped put up and take
down the display.
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The Auction and how to play the game and win.

All items for the auctiomust be brought to the hall between 10:00 and 11:00lo items brought in
late will be accepteds it takes too much time to process everythiviggwing is from 11:00 till 12:00
and the Auction starts at 12:00

Dora will be meeting you in the outer hall and issuing your paddle (Paper Plate) with your bidding
number on it. To bid you will hold it up and will be recognized by number not name.

Thoseof you with items for the auction will progress to the registration table just inside the hall proper
and deal with Donna and Ann&lO PLANT WITH PESTS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR AUCTION.

The rest of you will progress into the hall and get your seats anéidbk lots on offer.

Until 12:00 you can all look over the goodies and figure out where your money is going.
To bid you hold up your paddle and will be recognized by number by the auctioneer.
The winning bid and paddle number will be recorded andbeient to the chier, Shelley and her

assistantbefore the end of the auctiollVe ask you to bring a pen or pencil aedord the lot number
and price on the back of your plate we have a double record of what you will pay in the end.

Whenanitems bought it wil/ be taken Wewillttylodhavelu nner s
items bought by one person end up together on thestable



At the end of the auction the bidder will bring their paddle to the cashier and pay the total amount
owing and the cashier will sign the paddle paid in &ntl then the bidder can collect his or her
goodies.

Carry bags or boxes would be great to have in your cars to hold and carry all of what you buy. It will
make it easier for you to move them.

The payout will be sent to the seller after theshger has been paid for all the items. The cheques will
be mailed out promptly after the auction.
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Pot Culture of Native Orchids of North America
by Dr Wilford Neptune, transcribed by Inge Poot

This is a summary of portions of the excellent talk given by Dr Neptune as part of the MAOC
Speaker's Forum, Sunday, August 24, 2003. Dr. Neptune is a retired thoracic and cardiovascular
surgeon whdnas been growing a mixed collection of orchids (155 genera) since 1972. Since 1982 he
has received 102 awards, one from the RHS and 101 from the AOS, of which 20 were for
cypripediums! Challenged by Dr. Carson Whitlow's success story with calopogbas &pent the
last ten years perfecting his pot culture of native North American orchids. Dr Carson E. Whitlow
published "Fun Flowers" on the culture of Calopogons in the September
1992 issue, pages 8@B5 of the Bulletin of the American Orchid
Society ad the information should help with attempts at culture in pot.

Calopogon, Grass Pinkis grown by Dr Neptune in 50% peat
moss and 50% perlite. In spring, he uses a 5 inch (10cm) pot with
drainage material on the bottom, plants the tuber two times itk wid
deep, and places the pot in a saucer of water in full sun. He fertilizes
once a week with one quarter strength fish and seaweed fertilizer. After
the first frost he digs up the tuber, puts it into peat moss and over winters
it in a 30 to 35 degree Fadnheit (minus one to plus two degrees
Celsius) fridge for its dormancy period.

Calopogon tuberosus
There are some interesting hybrids being developed with the species in this genus. Crossing the
sequentially floweringC. tuberosushat has one to twodlvers open at a time, with the small flowered,
but simultaneously opening@. multiflorumresults in a hybrid with large sequentially opening flowers
where 2 or more flowers are open at the same time. (Source of plants: Carson Whitlow, see 1. below)

Dr Neptune also mentioned that the October bloon8pganthes odorataChadds Ford'
CCM-AOS s grown like the Calopogons, but unlike the Calopogons should be wintered in the fridge
in the pot. (Sources of plants: Barry Glick, see 2. below, Roslyn Nursery.sedow). Charles
Sheviak, the taxonomist for the state of New York feels that it is not necessary to place calopogons and
spiranthes in the fridge for dormancy.

A Rose PogoniaPogonia ophioglossoidesollected in a Florida swamp was grown in an
artificial bog. To grow it in a pot, the roots should be wrapped in live sphagnum, the pot should be set
into a saucer of water, it must not receive any fertilizer and the undisturbed pot should be over wintered
in the fridge. The plant grown this way, proddomne leaf the first year, two leaves the second year,
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three leaves and one to two flowers the third year, while in the fourth
year the flowers were fewer, but larger and darker. Owen Robinson
of Jacksonville VT has an atrtificial bog in which he growtsher

plants and white and pink Rose Pogonias. (He sells wholesale only)

Ladvslippers:
Cypripedium formosanuna native of Formosa, now called}

Taiwan, is the easiest to grow and has been in pot culture for ov
100 years in China, Japan, Germangt &mgland. Dr Neptune is
puzzled by the fact that it has not caught on in North America. It
hardy outside to WI and VT but because of January and Februa
thaws tends to die in the New England states. With a rise in
temperature this plant will staid grow and can flower in 14 days.

Unfortunately, the thaw only lasts for/days, during which time &
the flower bud is up out of the foliage. With the drop in temperat®s
the bud is destroyed, the plant survives, but there will be no flo
for that yea. A few growers are successful growing it outside by
mulching it and this seems to work out well on Long Island, NY.

Cypripedium mix:

1. 3 gallons of woods soil taken from the top two inches (5 cm) of a mixed forest, mostly white pine.

This is handubbed through a 1/4 inch (0.5 cm) wire screen. The result is a light, fluffy, fairly fine soll

which does not compact even when wet. To this add:

8 cups fine peat moss for water retention

8 cups fine perlite and

4 cups medium perlite for adion

Y% cup oyster shalnd

Yacup pelletized lime to buffer the mix to a pH of 7.2 to 7.4

Use a one inch (2.5 cm) layer of marble chips as drainage in the bottom of the pots.

Most commercial sources of cypripediums ship the plants barefteottey are dormant in the

fall. In contrast to most other orchids a generously sized pot is used. For a single growth plant a

two gallon (8 litre) pot is used, with the one inch (2.5 cm) layer of marble chips on the bottom for

drainage. Fill the pdivo thirds full with the mix described above, then make a mound up to about

one inch from the top and wind the roots around the mound and leave the eye for next year's growth

at the centre of the mound. Fill the rest of the pot and water thoroughlywstwater (water

from an RO unit supplies enough water for all of Dr. Neptune's the North American native orchids)

and set aside to drain over night. The next day place the pot inside a double plastic bag, to guard

against drying out, and then put it irdaefrigerator at 35 to 40 degrees Fahrenheit (3 to 4 degrees

Celsius) for a minimum of 1.2 weeks of cold dormancy. This period is frequently called

vernalization, a term which is now being accepted in horticulture; however, this is technically

incorrect. In botany, vernalization, by definition, means to initiate a flower bud by exposure to

cold, as in a lily. None of the cypripediums need vernalization as the flower bud is in the eye for

next year's growth when it becomes dormant in the fall. yjtipediums do, however, need a

period of cold dormancy to initiate growth and leaf production when the temperature rises in the

spring. When the plants are brought out in the spring, Dr Neptune grows them in the cool house
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