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Central Vancouver Island 

Orchid Society Newsletter 

June 2009 

 
 

President: Vivain Heinsalu-Burt  250-753-0027 

Secretary: Don McDermid  250-923-6006 

Membership: Bev Morrison  250-758-5361       

Treasurer: Patricia Galbraith 250-755-7331 

Editor:  Mike Miller  250-248-3478   email: 

stelmike@telus.net 

                  Mailing address: P.O. Box 1061, 

Nanaimo, B.C.  V9R 5Z2 

web site: www.cvios.com 

Meetings are held September through June on the 

Saturday before the 4th Wednesday of each month 

at the Harewood Activity Centre, 195 Fourth 

Street, Nanaimo, in the hall on the second floor, 

doors open at 11:30, with the business meeting 

starting at 12:00 noon. 

 
Masdevallia Inca Price óFire & Ice, owned by Don 

Bednarczyk of VanOS FCC 91 points awarded at the 

Vancouver Show in May 

 

 

Coming Meeting Dates: 
Sept. 19

th
, Oct. 24

th
, Nov. 21, Dec. 12

th
  

 

Program for June 20
th

  
 

Japan and  the Grand Prix a t  the 
Tokyo Dome  

with 

Koichi Nakatani 
 

 

Coming Events: 
    CVIOS Summer Picnic, TBAS\ 

   Victoria Orchid Society, Mall Show, Hillside Mall, October 3
rd

 ï 4
th
 , 2009 

   Fraser Valley Orchid Society Show and Sale plus COC Meeting, October 16
th
 ï 18

th
, 2009  
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Editorial:  
 Well people I hope you have your shade clothe on now!  This sun and heat will quickly blacken 

any leaves not protected somehow.  I have also started misting the greenhouse in the afternoon 

spraying the air to cool it down, not directly the plants.  It sure changes the feel in the greenhouse, but 

the glassed are removed before I start so I can see as I go otherwise instant fog. 

 June will see us vote in a new set of members to lead us for a year.  When you look at the 

minutes you will see that although we did get a number of names beside some positions there are still 

some blanks.  Also you can put your name beside a position with a name there already.  We could then 

use ballots and really vote, not just do the acclamation line.  New people with new ideas and points of 

view are important to the vitality of the society. 

 Marlene Van Baalen of Willgro will be attending the meeting in June.  Those of you who have 

pre-ordered will get your stuff at that time.  I believe she is also bringing some products to sell that 

were not pre-ordered 

Cheers Mike 

************************************************  

 

CVIOS General Meeting 

May 23, 2009 

 

 President Vivian Heinsalu-Burt called the meeting to order at 12 noon with 34 members present and 1 

visitor.  

 

  Secretaryôs Report  - There was none. 

 

1. Treasurerôs Report ï Pat Galbraith gave a detailed report and reported the balances of both 

our General account as well as the AOS account. Moved by Pat, seconded by Rainer that the 

Treasurerôs report be adopted as read. Passed. 

 

2.  Correspondence -  Pres. Vivian read several pieces of mail which the Society received during 

the past month. 

 

- A catalogue from Lee Valley  

- A notice regarding the Rose Convention 

- Commented on a couple articles from the latest Orchid Digest 

A notice of the Ugly Flower Award 

A short article on Jerry Suffolkôs DVD 

An article on perfumed orchids 

 

3. Committee Reports 

¶ Library ï No report at this time. 

¶  

Program  -  Bryan reported that we had Ingrid Ostrander here who was going to speak 

on Lycastes. In June Koichi Nakatani will  give a presentation regarding his trip to Japan 

to the Orchid Show.  

 

¶  Refreshments ï Maureen thanked those who supplied tasties for us this month. They 

were Mary Palmer, Shelley Rattink, Vickie Gay, Kate Dale, and Don McDermid 

Next month, June, the following have committed to bring refreshments; Mike Miller, 

Shirley McClare, Laurie Forbes, and Dianne Johnson. 
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¶ Membership ï    Bev reported that she had discount cards for those using the local 

nurseries.  

 

¶ Shows ï Laurie thanked everyone who helped at the VOS show as well as those who put 

in plants. Laurie mentioned that three of our members had put in their own displays, Sue 

Christison, Jerry Suffolk, Bryan Emery, and Mike Miller.  

  

¶ AOS ï Mike Miller reported that this was his last year as the AOS Show Chair.  There 

was some discussion regarding award protocol.  

 

¶ Newsletter ï Mike asked whether everyone had received the last newsletter and if not to 

please let him know. The June newsletter was underway and there will be pictures from 

the VOS show as well as photos of the CVIOS plants that won awards.  

Mike also gave a status report on the long awaited Ecuagenera shipment. 

Mike also reported that Willgro Products Ltd.  might also be at the June meeting and if 

requested will bring some large perlite, and orchid mixes along for sale.  

 

Pres. Vivian asked the membership if anyone was willing to host our summer picnic in 2009. Hearing 

no response Vivian asked if anyone might be interested to contact her.  

 

At this point in the meeting our President made her first call for members interested in filling an 

executive position for next year. Mike Miller helped in this with the following results; 

 

  President ï Bryan Emery 

  Vice President ï _____________________ 

  Secretary ï _____________________ 

  Treasurer ï Pat Galbraith 

    AOS Chair ï Sue Christison 

  Directors ï Library ï Mary Palmer 

                                        - Newsletter ï Mike Miller 

        - Membership ï Bev Morrison 

       - Plant Sales ï Donna McDonnell 

       - Program Chair ï _____________________ 

       - Show Committee ï _____________________ 

        - Refreshments ï _____________________ 

       - Publicity ï Shirley McLare 

       - Website ï Ralph + an assistant  

    - Directors at Large ï Angie Beltane 

 

Thank you all who have stepped forward and to those who havenôt there will be an opportunity to do so 

at the June meeting. Remember, óyou only get out of an organization what you put into it.ô 

 

Ralph gave a brief report on the Website to say that it had been updated and there were some new 

pictures on it. Check it out. 

 

Bryan and Ingrid spoke to the 56 orchids on display this month.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm. 

   

 ************************************************  
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The Scented orchids mentioned by Vivian 
 

I would pass on my brief list of the scented orchids I spoke of at the last meeting, just in case you want 

to include them in your collections. 

 

Phal Brother Sara Gold óSogoô ï smells like bacon just as you take if out of the package. 

Miltonidium Pupukea Sunset ï overpowering strong soap scent mixed with hot gargage. 

Liparis reflexa ï wet dog 

Cynoches Wine Delight ï almost overpowering with itôs grapey perfume.  Starts somewhere around 

pickled housefly legs, transits through French worehouse perfume, and finally manages a nice spciey 

grapey perfume. 

Maybe some members would like these scents in their collection? 

******************************** ****************  

The Vancouver Orchid Society Show and Sale May 16
th

 ï 19
th

 2009  
 

 The members of the CVIOS plants were scattered over four delightful displays in Vancouver.  

The main CVIOS five table display had thirty plants from 7 members, which Laurie and Maureen 

arranged artfully.  It was ain a hourglass shape with elevated sections down the centres.  The plants 

were given three blue, first place ribbons, six red second place ribbons and three white third place 

ribbons.  The Best Dendrobium rosette was awarded to Laurieôs Dendrobium fimbriatum var. occulata. 

 Jerry had a striking two step- two table display of ten Brassias including three clones of B. Rex.  

The plants against the black clothe were dramatic.  The Brassias were given two blue, first place 

ribbons and a white third place ribbon. 

 Sue had her one table display of fifteen plants against a black curtain wall.  She used an oval 

design centered on the table.  Her plants won two blue, first place ribbons, one red second place 

ribbons and two white third place ribbons. 

 Bryan and Mike had a combined one table display because they were selling plants together.  

Their 29 small plants ascended a cloth draped staggered pyramid of inverted big pots accented by 

tillandsias and grass mats.  The plants were given four blue, first place ribbons, five red second place 

ribbons and four white third place ribbons and the display was awarded the COC trophy  for best 

overall display. 

The Grand Champion plant was a spooky looking Phrag. Betheva owned by Man lung Law of 

Victoria, a near alba form.  The Reserve Champion was Rob Elvidgeôs Stanhopea nigroviolacea from 

Vancouver. 

From 25 AOS Nominations 8 AOS Awards were presented: 

      Masdevallia Inca Price óFire & Ice, owned by Don Bednarczyk of VanOS FCC 91 points 

      Pleione bulbocoidioides, owned by Carla and Bill Bischoff of VanOS, Am 81 points 

      Doritaenopsis Taisuco Innovator óFinest Tippy Golden Flowery Orange Pekoeô, owned by Koichi  

Nakatani of VanOS, AM 81 points  

     Masdevallia Genie óBetty Bô, owned by Betty Berthiaume of VanSO, HCC 78 points 

     Rsc [Blc] Hua Yuan Beauty, owned by Dianna Rowles VicOS, HCC 77 points 

     Phalaenopsis Taisuco Fancy, owned by Koichi Nakatani of VanOS, HCC 75 points [lighter form] 

     Phalaenopsis Taisuco Fancy, owned by Koichi Nakatani of VanOS, HCC 75 points [darker form] 

     Odont. Whytteanum x Ada aurantiaca, owned by Merv Lutes of FVOS, Judgeôs Commendation JC 

 

 This was a great show with wonderful vendors as well.  Both J & L and Paramont were present 

and happy with their sales.  The local C&K Happy Farm had a constant stream of beautiful 

Phalaenopsis plants coming in and going out.  I think they would be happy with their total sales as well. 

 

************************************************  
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Above: 

Rsc [Blc] Hua Yuan Beauty, owned by Dianna Rowles 

VicOS, HCC 77 points 

 

Right: 

Masdevallia Genie óBetty Bô, owned by Betty Berthiaume of 

VanSO, HCC 78 points 

 

 

 

 
Right: 

Phalaenopsis Taisuco Fancy, owned by Noichi Nakatani of VanOS, HCC 75 points [lighter form] 

Left: 

Phalaenopsis Taisuco Fancy, owned by Noichi Nakatani of VanOS, HCC 75 points [darker form] 
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Left: 

Doritaenopsis Taisuco Innovator óFinest Tippy Golden Flowery 

Orange Pekoeô, owned by Noichi Nakatani of VanOS, AM 81 points  

Right: 

Odont. Whytteanum x Ada aurantiaca, owned by Merv Lutes of FVOS, Judgeôs Commendation JC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Pleione bulbocoidioides, owned by Carla and Bill Bischoff of VanOS, Am 81 points 

 

************************************************  
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Clues to Lycaste Culture 
Karen V. Ferrell 

 

When looking at a Lycaste plant in full flower, most people are struck by two thoughts.  The 

first is that this orchid is astonishingly beautiful while the second is, too bad I can't grow it.  The 

purpose of this article is to encourage that first thought, that Lycastes are worthy of growing, while 

abolishing the second, that they're difficult to grow. 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT  

Found in the tribe Maxillarieae, the subtribe Lycastinae is nestled between the Gongororinae 

and the Zygopetalinae in taxonomic schemes.  Many members of these groups share a common growth 

habit; large, plicate leaves, clustered, ovoid pseudobulbs, and multiple, lateral inflorescenses. lycaste 

species have been successfully crossed with several other related genera, most notably to Bifrenaria 

and Anguloa.  Many other intergeneric hybrids could more than likely be made, needing only the 

inspiration and inclination of some hybridizer's toothpick. 

The genus Lycaste, named after the daughter of the last king of Troy by Lindley, is divided into 

four sections, with approximately 25 to 30 species in all, occurring from Mexico and Cuba south to 

Brazil.  For this grower's course, we'll focus on just the two commonly grown sections, the Deciduosae 

and the Macrophyllae. 

The Deciduosae group, comprised of 12 species, is found in Central America with one species, 

Lycaste macrobulbon occurring in Colombia.  The majority of this floriferous group are yellow, 

fragrant and well armed with deceptively mild-mannered looking spines at the top of their usually 

leafless pseudo bulbs.  Flowering season is especially spectacular because there are usually no leaves to 

compete with the sight of six to 25 flowers completely ringing the growing half of the plant.  The year's 

new growth most often makes an appearance when flowering is over, usually in April through July. 

The habitat of this deciduous group is somewhat predictable.  The Deciduosae are found mostly 

in the mid-elevations (approximately two to six thousand feet), where the plants experience a distinct 

wet/ dry cycle.  Summers and autumns are very rainy and the plant grows quickly, utilizing the 

nutrients, which are available in the rain and the organic matter surrounding the roots.  Most Lycastes 

are epiphytes, often growing low on the trunk of a tree, or lithophytes, commonly occurring in rock 

outcroppings.  Infrequently, Lycastes can be found growing in the ground as terrestrials.  Many 

Lycastes grow on trees that overhang river gorges and profit from both the location's humidity and 

buoyant breezes, as described in Dr. J. Fowlie's book, The Genus Lycaste.  In the winter and spring 

these areas are fairly dry and Lycastes and other groups of plants experience a rest period. 

Some of these species are especially recommended to add to any collection.  Of course, L. 

aromatica is probably the most commonly grown, with good reason in that it is bright yellow, sweetly 

fragrant and a very loyal and consistent grower.  Both L. campbellii and L. cochleata are very colorful 

and small to intermediate in size, respectively.  Lycaste lasioglossa is a favorite due to it's extremely 

fuzzy lip.  It is a larger flowered form with sepals of rich reddish brown and petals of pale yellow.  

Lycaste brevispatha is a charming, miniature species with flowers in shades of pink over a yellowish 

green base. 

The only other stop on our brief tour of popular Lycaste species is at the important, semi-

deciduous Macrophyllae section.  From this group of about eight species, comes the stunning Lycaste 

skinneri.  It is found in Mexico and down through Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras at elevations 

over 5000 feet.  Lycaste skinneri grows epiphytically in mountain forests that are humid and breezy 

year-round, and that experience a wet period in July through December.  Temperatures are always cool, 

with highs in the 60's.  It is often found relatively low on it's host tree, enjoying the shade and cool 

temperatures. 
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Lycaste skinneri has many color varieties ranging from the true alba (no red pigmentation to be 

found even deep in the lip), to white, to semi-alba, to the more standard pale pink, with a darker lip, to  

 

a dark lavender.  While all these forms are beautiful in themselves, they have also been utilized 

extensively in hybridizing. Lycaste skinneri has been the foundation and the continuing star of Lycaste 


