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Meetingsare held September through June on the Saturday before the 4th Wednesday of each month at
the Harewood Activity Centre, 195 Fourth Street, Nanaimo, in the hall on the second floor, doors open
at 11:30, with the business meeting starting at 12:00 noon.

Coming Meeting Dates:

Jan 23, Feb 20ar 20, April 17, May 22, June 12010



Program for January 23"

The Root of the Matter

By Mike Miller
(a special foyou Vivian)

Coming Events:
Victoria Orchid Society, March 67" 2010,StudentUnion Buildng U of Vic.
CVIOS 50/50 Auction March 20, 2010

Editorial:

Well we are off to a new start and 2010. There is more to this year than the Olympics in my life
namely orchids and fun with you guys. | hope you all had a great holiday season@anthédde
resolutions you made ones you can keep.

We managed over $900 in Japanese plants in the big order. They will be sent to me in March
some time. | of course fell the hardest, but when faced with orchid plants for the garden | just tried a
little to hold back and they won. | look forward to some new flowers in my garden this spring.

Do prepare for the Auction in March. Remember the items should be of reasonable value and
you get 50% of what they sell for. You can donate some items to theyssciwe get 100% of the
sale pricaf you wish As we will not have the postponed Christmas party at the same time we will
have tables to spread everything out more and this one will be more organized. Promise!

In preparation for the Victoria Show in k& we should be watching our about to flower plants
making sure developing spikes stay nice and straight and keeping our little friends off. | thought the

cartoon was funny in the Times/ Colonist ddast we
little molluscs.
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| sent out an email to the executive earlier about the Christmas party 2010 asking for input on
how to make it more fun and entertaining. With the Auction moved to March there seemed to be
something needed, $@sk you 8. What should we put into the festivities to make it fun and not just a
meal and the individual show tables. We only had three of those this year. Is that still something we
want to continue? Please send me your ideas by email so we can makeoa dedsw to make our
fun gathering fneeting even better.
Cheers Mike



Cypripedium Culture

By Greg P. Warner

While | have been growing primaril
species paphiopedilums and
phragmipediurns for about 15 years, my
introduction to slipper orchglwas as a
child. My father, an avid trout fisherman,
showed me some local species cypripediu
while we walked along the head waters an
banks of trout streams in Ontario, Canad
My fascination with this group of slippers
endured, and | began growirtgetn years
later as the plants became commercially
available through reputable growers. (It is™
essential that the source be reputable.) M,
first purchases were local species, includi
Cyp. parviflorumvar. makasin, Cyp.
parviflorumvar. pubescensgandCyp.
reginae,which flourished in specially
prepared garden beds. | have also had
success growing numerous Asian and Nor
AmericanCypripediumspecies, both
outdoors and in pots. | am now flasking
Cypripediums using seed from pods set 0
my own plants.l have even noticed
seedlings sprouting up naturally around
some of the older Cypripedium stands in
garden. Growing these orchids is both : ).‘
challenging and rewarding; | have found th Cypripedium egz-nae
attention to details brings success.

Do not purchase plants that haeen 'collected’ or removed from the wild. Buying seedlings
in or out of flask, or, plants raised from such seedlings, is the best way to guarantee the plants are
artificially propagated. Know your grower or ask how and where the plants were obtdsed.
common sense and don't be afraid to ask questions.

Cypripediums grow easily once they get established under proper conditions for the species.
Observing subtle differences in growing conditions will determine how successful you are. Having
said thisa grower must make a few initial decisions. The first option is whether to grow outdoor or in
pot culture. | prefer to see my plants growing outdoors in a natural setting, | grow most of my
Cypripediums outdoors; a natural stand of Cypripediums nemthédst ferns is a beautiful sight.

Obtaining new plants in pairs is a good idea; | can plant one outdoors, while potting up the second. |
prefer to use plastic pots, because clay or ceramic pots may crack in winter. Also, dissolved salts in tap
water buld up in the pot over time, which may cause problems for the roots. If | am unable to provide
necessary cultural or environmental conditions | will pot up the plant. If it is a new or unfamiliar
species, | pot up the plant. Seedlings and smaller @amislso potted. | provide intermediate
conditions along with refrigerator vernalization for these plants. All potted plants spend the winter in a
fridge from midNovember until mieApril at a temperature of-2°C. Growing in pots removes many
of the environmental conditions which cause problems; the grower can play Mother Nature by
controlling lighting, moisture, and temperature levels. You can also place plants in an area to give
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added protection from slugs, squirrels etc. Speuwsuited to your areas' climatic conditions may
well flourish given pot culture.

A second decision involves the age of the Cypripedium plants you purchase. LetsQgpk at
reginaeas an example. You can purchase a seedling out of flask for US$a@aiolBoomingsize
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