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Coming Meeting Dates:

Dec. 12" 2009Jan 23, Feb 20Mar 20, April 17, May 22, June 19.2010

Program for December 12"

Christmas Party
With
Individual show tables by members

Coming Events:
Victoria Orchid Society, March 67" 2010,StudentUnion Building U of Vic.

Editorial:
Well a Happy Festive Season to yalirand mg 2010 be your best year ever on behalf of the
Society.
| always think of this time of year with the shorter day lengths and the almost need to sit by a
fire and hibernate as a time to reflect on where we are and where we would like to nmvd be
Society again has had a very active and fun filled year with lots of interesting meetings and gorgeous
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plants to keep our addiction satisfied, in some ways at least. | presume that with our common addiction
to these plants we will never reallg batisfied with what we have and will always desire more. After
all there is always room for ONE more, right?

The new hall has worked very well and the big kitchen will be put to the tégsbwi Christmas
potluck, as we had to cancel because of Jexgivy snow last year. Speaking of the Christmas Party a
new wrinkle has been added. The prize for the best member display table will be a collection of plants
donated by Bryan, not a box of chocolates. Remember we decided that one or two members can go
together to put together the card table sized display. Some of you may wish to bring your own card
table just in case we have more displays than small tables in the hall.

Because the big 50/50 auction was so successful last year there nalBlotion at the
Christmas Party.

Remember to bring you dish for the potk, a plate and cutlery plus a glass for the punch and
something for the food bank.

We will see all of you | hope on the"1But if you cannot make it then The Best of the Season
to you al.

Cheers Mike
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CVIOS GENERAL MEETING
November 21, 2009

President, Bryan Emery called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm with 29 members present
1. Secr et aCogeodtion tdeotaber 24 minutes, Fraser Valley Show repenty Suffolk
i's the owner of AOS nomi nat euotAvinelarid Raner MikeSe at t | ¢
moved minutes be accepted with this change, Bev secamdiechotion carried.
Bryan poined out articles in the October and November AOS Bulletins on Windawsiilds,
Cultural tips and Hints for Favorite plants and Painted Leaf orchids.
2. Tr eas ur Pat@GatbraifR emgvedracceptance of her report for the nemdtimg October
31, 2009 Vivian 2nd, and motion carried.
3. New BusinessPat Galbraith stepped down as Treasurer and Shelley Rattirksaiiine the
position by acclimation, effective immediately.
- There was discussion concerning the collection of Awards Quarterlies owned ®gatety. They
are no longer used by judges and because of this we would not e @ddever our costs of
purchasing them. Vivian will research on line options sué¢hfatay and Cr ai go0s Li st
be a market for our collection and Joraatiwill check Amazon.
- We received an invitation to participate in the Island Gardening Spring FestivaBaithe Social
Centre in March. The Society cost of $50 is for a display only ancottefor a booth where we could
sale orchids is cost prohthie. Maureen move we dwt participate in the show, Rainer 2nd, and the
motion carried. We will ask if we cgout some information about our show in the bags that are given
to those attending thesvent. Shirley, Sandra, Maureen and Dora volunteeredffdags if this
opportunity isavailable.
- CHRISTMAS LUNCH: Our annual Christmas Lunch will be held DecembeMB2ireen reminded
us to bring- a Pot Luck item a plate(s) and cutlery for eatingomething for the FoddankPunch,
coffee and tea wilbe provided.As we will not be having an auction at our lunch this year, everyone
who has bloomingrchids they would like to share, is encouraged to bring them along a set up a small
tablesize display either individually or with others who would likentork together on display. We
will all choose the display we like most, with a prize for the display witimbst votes.We will
hopefully also have time to talk about some of the plants, as we do wsh@wurtable at our regular
meetings.



- Maureen talked about the experience of submitting plants for judging at the Ricl®eotic. Laurie
and her took 5 plants to Ingrid who took them over for the Novejuldlging session. It was a

relatively painless and useful opportunity to learn more atbeaypes of plants and qualities that are
important for orchids to receive awards. Muwbre information on each plant (both positive and
negative) was provided, than what veeeive regarding plants that are judged at shows. This included
historical informaibn on similar plants awarded in the past, number of flowers, quality of flowers etc.
It givesus a better idea of what plants are more likely to be considered for juddapgfully this
information will encourage other to submit plants for judgiMembersagreed that we could take

turns taking plants for judging and those who send pilaotdd help defray expenses by sharing ferry
costs etc.Judging usually takes place tbecond Saturday of the month and as well as learning more
about our plants, gives usan opportunity to support the judges and the process as it was clear they
appreciateaur participation.

Following this discussion our meeting was adjourned and Bryan went through outabt®wf 45
beautiful orchids with his usual informativariier and huma.

Our break was followed by a lively panel discussion and question and answer pebgd/le@n,
Maureen and Rainer on growing orchids on windowsill and under lights.
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While looking for a picture for the front of the newsletter | found this and had a battle over which
picture | would use and cametoadraw. Thsr angi s articul ate o6Patric
and Graeme SceHarden of Australia. It just seemed like Christmas stars to me and | had to put it in.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkk



THINK SMALL Part 1

...and discover the might of miniature Cattleyas
By Frank Fordyce

For some time hybridizers have been intrigued by the sgnaWing, miniature flowered
Cattleyas, yet no one has really emphasized these urchins of the Cattleya world in a major wiay. Tha
until now.

Having been involved in the "big business" of orchid growing and merchandising, | have never
truly found the time to enjoy orchids from a hobbyist point of view. . . until now. While I'm still a
commercial grower, | have suddenly found elf/ss enthusiastic as the most avid hobbyist I've seen.
Perhaps it's because | now have the time as a small grower to appreciate plants again.

While still involved with Mclellans, | began to observe that amongst the plus factors of the ever
popular Slc. Biance was its compactness of plant size. As long as the blooms are bright and cheery,
they are accepted even though they are not of the standard larger bloom size. This observation led to
the mericloning of the popul&i. Psyche and the beginning ofeoup of hybrids utilizingl. Psyche,

C. aclandiae, C. luteola, C. schilleriana, C. violacea,GBhtrixiae and others.
Upon reestablishing our awn business, | became even more intrigued (even possibly obsessed)
with the establishment of an entire gy program involving the dwagrowing Cattleya types.
My first research brought to mind the obvious clones that had been familiar to me, but upon deeper
search | discovered that a wealth of things were possible and the more | read, the more valid the
subject became.

To begin, miniatures of all types have been, and are currently, popular. From the
miniaturization of photos, art, automobiles, computers, to many breeds of animals and plants, the listis
endless. Miniatures are widely offered and reaaldyepted. They're petite, perky, and fill a somewhat
sentimental spot in many hearts. But the practical side of me questioned, beyond their obvious artistic
appeal, are there practical and economical reasons for miniaturization? The more | thoughtsabout
factor, the more | became convinced that there could be no better time than during our expanding
energy shortage to introduce these petite energy savers. Since hobbyists and commercial growers alike
are spending increasing dollars in the heatingreénhouses, costs of plastic pots and growing
materials, any means of curtailing these costly items would be welcomed by all.

By growing the dwargrowing miniature Cattley&ypes, we can produce bloomisge plants
in 3 ¥2"-4" pots, utilizing less pottig material, less fertilizer and water, and, most importantly, we can
house far more plants per square foot than the present stamadybrids. Additionally, many of
these diminutive plants are easily grown on slabs of bark or tree fern, and earglantwalls and
from rafters overhead. If you are not so fortunate as to have a glasshouse, miniatures are just the thing
far "Orchids under lights."

While most standard Cattleya hybrid plants seldom present an aesthetic appearance, the smaller
growing foliage of the miniatures is quite attractive. Just what is considered a miniature Cattleya?
That has never been established, but after measuring the overall total plant height of many clones, it is
my observation that the following might be used as @igmuide.

The smaller growing Cattleyigpes (species or hybrids producing blooms generally resembling
the Cattleya bloom) seem to fall into several general plant sizes. Timeisialtures are (if we might
borrow a word from our British friends) a "ef" and generally measure, from the rhizome to the tip of
the longest leaf,-8". Most of these delightful plants are of blooming size in 3" pots and more
frequently than not are bred directly from the Sophronitis group.

Plants having an overall height® 10" would qualify as "miniatures.C. luteola, C
aclandiae, C. nobilior, Cwalkeriana, ScDoris, Sic.Yellow Doll, Sl. Jinn,Sl. Gratrixiae, and scores of
others fall into this group. The majority of the popular "red" sophrolaeliocattleyastéajleahanother
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group, measuring 1614" overall. Under average growing conditions such popular hybrifkas
Madge FordyceSlic.Hazel Boyd Sic.Califarnia Apricot,Slc.Falcan,Slc.Bright Sprite, andlc.
Jewel Box, fall into this group. The stand&attleyatypes encompassing hybrids of Cattleya,
Brassocattleya, and Laeliocattleya usually have overall plant heights of 14" or more.

In beginning our hybridizing program of miniatures | naturally turned to the Sophronitis line of
breeding because ositliminutive plant size, fine form, and brilliant red color. Another obvious
species to use w&s luteola. Because of its multiple blooms (up to 9 per stem), ease of bloom, small
plant size, and yellow coloring and past performance, this was "a ntisiclandiaewas not to be
overlooked as a valuable dwarfing influende.milleri far its dwarfness, bright color and long stem
influence. From these backgrounds came such beautiful hybr&lsPasche Sic. Yellow Doll, Sic.

Yum Yum, Sc.Doris, Slc.Precious Stone§lc.Dixie Jewels, and scores more. Can you imagine such
crosses aiSlc.Hazel Bayd xSlc.Yellow Doll), (Slc.Madge Fordyce $l. Gratrixiae),(L. milleri x C.
luteola)? These are just a beginning far we cannot overlookalkeriana,C. schilleriana, C.

violacea, C. superba,.@obilior, many of the 28 valid species of the rupicolous (rock growing) laelias,
L. breigeri, L. esalqueana} L. flavandL. longipesL. lundii, L. dayanaand other possibilities. And
whatof Leptotes bicold? The many smalbulbed Encyclia Epidendrums, Broughtonias, and of
course, the myriad of exciting combinations possible by the use of these plants. Until now only a few
have observed combinations such as the following interesting genera:

BrassophronitigBnts.) Brassavola x Sophronitis
Catdeyopsis (Ctps.) Natural genus

Catdeyopsistonia (Ctpsta.) Broughtonia x Cattleyopsis
Catdetonia (Ctna.) Broughtonia x Cattleya

Epitonia (Eptn.) Broughtonia x Epidendrum
Fujiwarara (Fjw.) Brassavolax Cattleya x Laebop
Gaundettara (Gtra.) Broughtonia x Cattleyopsis x Laeliopsis
Hartara (Hart.) Broughtonia x Laelia x Sophronitis
Laelonia (Lna.) Broughtonia x Laelia

Stanfieldara (Stdra.) Epicattleya x Sophrolaelia
Rolfeara (Rolf.) Brassavola x Cattleya x Sophronitis
Leptolaelia (Lptl.) Leptolaelia

Jimenzaree (Jmzra.) Broughtonia x Laelia x Laeliopsis

These are but a few of the imaginative hybrids possible. Do they stimulate your minds to even new

combinations? As you can readily see, there are many directiti®to in the "miniature
Cattleyatype" breeding line.

If you appreciate the saving of money, increasing the quantity and variety of your collection
while retaining the square footage, for a small effort you too can discover the might of the miniatures.

Orchid Digest, Januafifebruary 1982
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Having been involved in the "big business” of orchid growing and merchandising, | have never
truly found the time to enjoy orchids from a hobbyist point of view. . . until now. While I'm still a
commercial grower, | have sdeinly found myself as enthusiastic as the most avid hobbyist I've seen.
Perhaps it's because | now have the time as a small grower to appreciate plants again.

While still involved with McLellans, | began to observe that amongst the plus factors of the
eve popular Slc. alliance was its compactness of plant size. As long as the blooms are bright and
cheery, they are accepted even though they are not of the standard larger bloom size. This observation
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